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Outline
The publication of the Newton Geneva Edition (GE) dates back to 1739–1742. The edition
is divided into four volumes: 1) The 1739 volume includes the first book of the Principia ;
2) The 1740 volume includes the second book of the Principia ; 3) The 1742 volume
includes the initial 24 propositions of the third book of the Principia ; 4) The 1742 volume
includes propositions XXV–XLII of the third book and the General Scholium . The
commentators Le Seur and Jacquier were mathematicians. They were not Jesuits, but they
belonged to the “Gallicana Minimorum Familia” (Newton 1822, Frontispiece) – they were
Minim Friars. Swiss scientist Jean–Louis Calandrini's (1703–1758) contributions were
fundamental. He also organized and financed the edition. Calandrini's notes are indicated by
an asterisk. The second edition of the GE was printed in Colonia Allobrogum (Geneva) in
1760 by the publishing house Cl. and An. Philibert. This edition corrected some mistakes
(especially typos) in the first edition. It is made up of three volumes corresponding to the
three books of Principia . The third edition appeared in 1822 and was published in Glasgow
by publishers Andrew and John Duncan. This edition, in four volumes, is important because
the editors analysed the two previous editions, comparing and emending them, where
necessary.
A recent publication (Bussotti and Pisano 2014) opens a series of studies concerning the
GE, whose final scope is to highlight the conceptual aspects of the GE and its role in the
spreading of scientific ideas and Science in Context.
Main Statement of the Research
Our purposes are:
1) to highlight the relationships between mathematics and physics in the Principia
to understand how Newton's use of geometry and infinitesimal procedures influenced his
physics;
2) to understanding why Newton’s mathematical methods were rapidly replaced by
more analytical methods; this phenomenon is connected to the development of science and
mathematics. Although the GE edition is celebrated, it has been seldom commented upon in
literature.

Newton in Context within our Researches
We aim at:
a) clarifying the nature, the purposes and the structure of the notes added to
Newton’s text by the commentators, providing a useful guide to understanding the relevance
of Newton's mathematical methods within his physics. A physical and mathematical analysis
of the most important notes is necessary as well as a comparison between the methods the
commentators used to prove or to clarify some of Newton’s theorems and the methods used
by other authors, some of whom lived before Le Seur and Jacquier’s time and others who
wrote during the same period;
b) verifying how the relationship between physics and mathematics changed in the
dense period between 1687 and the publication of the GE and understand how physics
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